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Policy Context (1)

Sustainable Development Goals



Recognises the role of the private sector. Emphasises 
the importance of effective partnerships, such as the EU 
Business and Biodiversity Platform

Policy Context (2)



Mid–term review EU 
Biodiversity Strategy

• Mid-term, not mid-way

• Ongoing loss of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services

• Many success examples; need for upscaling

• Strong partnerships and full engagement of 
key actors:

• Complete and manage effectively N2000

• Recognize natural capital throughout the EU

• Effective integration:

• Coherent priorities and adequate funding

• Agriculture and forestry

• Marine and fisheries

• Regional development , …

Policy Context (3)



European Business and Biodiversity 
(B@B) Platform

 Work with businesses : Showcasing and sharing 
best practice, dialogue about the business and 
biodiversity links

 Informing better decisions: understand and 
address  impacts and dependencies

 Develop tools to integrate biodiversity and 
natural capital into 
business practices



EU B@B Platform : 

1. Natural Capital 
Accounting

2. Innovation for 
Biodiversity and 
Business

3. Financing /CoP
Finance @ 
Biodiversity

Green Economy



EU B@B CoP Finance@Biodiversity

 Sharing and development of tools 
and methodologies to 
measure impacts of investment 

 Data access and availability 

 Approaches to integrate biodiversity 
and natural capital within portfolio 
and risk management



Smart partnerships



• International contributions & 
partnerships: 
 WAVES, UN SEEA, UNEP TEEB & Natural Capital 

Coalition, …

• Capital Markets Union (CMU): HLEG
on sustainable finance
 Addressing structural obstacles in the EU financial 

policy framework; increasing capital flows, notably 
from private sources to green and sustainable assets 
(new  investments) 

• H2020 Research & Innovation
 Nature-Based Solutions --> jobs and Green growth 
 R&I integration of natural capital in business plans 

and product life cycle;   
1) SME Instrument  2) Horizon2020 SC5 calls

• Non Financial Reporting

Other links



LIFE financing

Some examples

Natural Capital 
Financing Facility

Private land 
stewardship



Integrated approach to sustainable 
conservation of intertidal salt marshes
in Venice lagoon

LIFE VIMINE

Delta del Ebro

Improvement of habitat 
management in SPA of 
Ebro Delta 

ELIA

Development of the beddings of the 
electricity transportation network 
as means of enhancing biodiversity

LIFE Projects



Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF)

Rationale:

Too little financing for biodiversity and climate change adaptation, whilst 
business opportunities remain unexploited

Objectives:

address market failures and demonstrate to private investors the 
attractiveness of revenue-generating or cost-saving natural capital 
projects;

leverage funding from private investors for investments in ecosystems 
and ecosystem-based solutions to climate change adaptation.

€ 100-125 million Investment facility during 2015-2017 for 9-12 
operations

Executed by EIB; EU contribution: € 60 million

Project categories: Payments for ecosystem services, Green infrastructure 

projects, Pro-biodiversity and pro-adaptation businesses, Projects involving 
biodiversity offsets



NEXTMULTI-ANNUALWORK

PROGRAMME

2018-2020

MID-TERM EVALUATION OF LIFE



The EU Action Plan for Nature, People 
and the Economy

• 4 priority areas of Action
• Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring better coherence 

with broader socio-economic objectives

• Building political ownership and strengthening compliance

• Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and improving synergies 
with EU funding instruments

• Better communication and outreach, engaging citizens, 
stakeholders and communities

• 15 Actions (detailed factsheets in SWD)

• Timeframe 2017-2019 (cannot pre-empt next MFF and on-

going debate on the future of CAP)

• Key Actors: MS, COM, CoR, EIB, EEA, 
Stakeholders



Action 8: Strengthen investments in nature

a) Updating PAFs

Commission, with MS and stakeholders will:

 Review PAFs, draw lessons & update PAF format (2017)

 Promote updated PAFs (2019)

 Support preparation of LIFE IPs & develop strategic recommendations 
(2019)

b) LIFE nature/biodiversity increase

 Commission will propose 10% nature/biodiversity increase within LIFE 
budget (2017)

c) Private sector investment

Commission will:

 Support additional pilot projects (2017-19)

 Further support NCFF biodiversity-related projects (2017-19)

 Encourage better biodiversity integration in financial activities (2017-19)

 Identify best practices to complement existing guidance on non-energy 
mineral extractive industry (2018)



http://life-25.eu/

http://life-25.eu/


More info:
EU nature and biodiversity policy: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en
.htm
EU business and biodiversity platform: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/busi
ness/index_en.htm
LIFE
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/index.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/index.htm


Action 12: Provide guidance to support 
deployment of green infrastructure; support 

nature-based solutions projects through H2020

(a) EU-level green-infrastructure

Commission, with MS and stakeholders, will…

 Publish a report on the review of progress of the implementation of 
the EU Green Infrastructure Strategy (by 2017)

 Develop guidance providing a strategic framework for further 
supporting the deployment of EU-level GI (by mid-2018). 

(b) H2020 nature-based solutions

Commission, with stakeholders, will…

 Develop & disseminate evidence base on NBS (2017-19)

 Invest in demonstration projects on NBS (2017-19)

 Explore how NBS demonstration projects can support the strategic 
deployment of EU-level GI

 NBS as theme for Knowledge Exchange Platform (2018-19).


